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CHOOSING SCHOOLS IN THE COLLEGECHOOSING SCHOOLS IN THE COLLEGE 
APPLICATION PROCESS



How many schools should I apply to?

Minimum 3 schools:    
1 Reach    1 Reachable      1 Safe

Average number of applications: 5‐8 schools:Average number of applications:       5‐8 schools:       
1‐2 Reach              2‐3 Reachable           2 or more Safe

Maximum number of applications:   9‐12   schools:

3‐4 Reach 3‐4 Reachable 3‐4 Safe3 4 Reach             3 4 Reachable         3 4 Safe

Not unheard of:            12‐20 schools



Why so many applications?



• DEMOGRAPHICS

• THE COMMON APPLICATION• THE COMMON APPLICATION

• COLLEGE‐EDUCATED PARENTS WHO KNOW MORE ABOUT 
THE PROCESS

• INCREASED COMPETITION CAUSING PANIC



COMPONENTS OF THE ACADEMIC 
RECORDRECORD:

• GPA

• Class rank• Class rank

• Courses taken (college prep, Honors, AP, 
etc.)

• SAT/ACTSAT/ACT



1. REACH SCHOOLS:
Academic record at or above OR “Most competitive”Academic record at or above     OR     Most competitive
range for accepted students                         school 

OR    More competitive than
your “reachable” schoolsyour  reachable  schools                             

2 REACHABLE SCHOOLS:2. REACHABLE SCHOOLS:
Academic record at or               AND   More competitive than
above range                                                your “safe” schools
f t d t d tfor accepted students                                         

3 SAFE SCHOOLS3. SAFE SCHOOLS:
Academic record at or above range          AND  appropriate
for accepted students                                  competition for your

academic record



OTHER FACTORS WHICH CAN HELP AN 
APPLICATIONAPPLICATION

OVER THE “THRESHOLD”



• Central Catholic is known to the Admissions Office
C th li ll i it• Catholic college or university

• Legacy
• “First Generation” applicantFirst Generation  applicant
• Athletics
• Musical or other artistic talent
• Extracurriculars
• Service or volunteer work
• The Application Essay• The Application Essay
• Letters of Recommendation
• Personal Interview
• Resume
• Foreign language

i l i• International experience



ADMISSION PROCESSES

• Regular Decision: Students submit an application by aRegular Decision: Students submit an application by a 
specified date and receive a decision in a clearly stated 
period time.   Usually, the regular decision deadline is in 
J F b tifi ti f t d i lJanuary or February, notifications of acceptance or denial 
or wait‐list are sent in April, with final decision whether to 
enroll due in May.y

• Rolling Admission:  The college or university reviews 
applications as they are submitted and render admission 
decisions throughout the admission cycle When thedecisions throughout the admission cycle.  When the 
freshman class is full, they wait list any remaining 
accepted students.



• Early Decision:  The applications are due 
early (usually in November) Students applyearly (usually in November).  Students apply 
to only one school Early Decision.  If the 
student is admitted based upon an Earlystudent is admitted based upon an Early 
Decision application, he is obligated to attend 
that school This is a binding obligationthat school.  This is a binding obligation.

l h l d l• Early Action:  The applications are due early 
(like Early Decision).   However,  students 

l h l l imay apply to as many schools Early Action as 
they want. There is no obligation to attend 

f h if dany of them if accepted.



“THE COLLEGE FINANCIAL AID PROCESS”THE COLLEGE FINANCIAL AID PROCESS

IN NOVEMBER   ‐ DATE TBA


